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USCG Navigability Checklist 
Anchor River, Alaska 

DOT&PF Project 58106/0211052 
Sterling Highway MP 157 – 169 Rehabilitation 

Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill 
 

Body of Water Name: Anchor River 

The attached navigability information and photos of the Anchor River describe why we believe 

commercial navigation of Anchor River is unlikely.  

Based on both hydraulic and historical usage, Anchor River is navigable at the Sterling Highway (Bridge 

#0666). The existing bridge is a single span open steel girder bridge, 33 feet wide and 80 feet long. The 

stream is approximately 30 river miles long from its origin near Bald Mountain to where it flows into the 

Cook Inlet approximately 8 miles downstream of the bridge. The river is mapped by the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game and supports Chum, Coho, Chinook, Pink, and Sockeye salmon. 

Anchor River water depths near the bridge range between approximately 1 to 2 feet. Downstream of 

the bridge the stream flows in a single channel that varies in width from 45 to 55 feet. Upstream of the 

bridge the stream flows in a single channel that varies in width from 35 to 45 feet. The river is not used 

for commercial navigation but may occasionally be used for recreational navigation. The Anchor River is 

popular for salmon fishing. Anchor River drains into Cook Inlet, which is used for recreational and 

commercial navigation. 

We also reviewed the Navigable Waters of the United States within the Seventeenth Coast Guard District 

(March 2012) list of navigable waters; Anchor River was not on this list.  

 



 

  
PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

 
Name of Client: 

DOT&PF 

 

Sterling Highway MP 157 to 169,  
Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill 

 

DOT&PF Project No.: 
 58106/0211052 

DOWL Project No.:  61608 
 

 
Photo Number: 
DSCN0027 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
161, RT 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
Description: View from 
bridge oriented 
downstream of Anchor 
River (AR). Channel is 
approximately 45 feet 
wide at ordinary high 
water mark (OHWM).  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN0025 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
161, LT 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
East 
 Description: View from 
bridge oriented upstream 
along AR. Channel is 
approximately 35 feet 
wide at OHWM. River 
makes a 90 degree bend, 
outside of bend is 
armored with riprap. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9990 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
161, RT 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken: 
West 
 
 
Description: View 
downstream along AR. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo Number:  
DSCN0005 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 161 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken: 
East 
 
 Description: View 
oriented upstream at 
bridge. 
 
 
 



 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9983 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 161 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
 
Description: View 
oriented across river to 
the north under bridge. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9954 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
161, LT 
 
Date: 8/12/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
 Description: View 
oriented downstream at 
90 degree bend. 
 
 
 
 

 



USCG Navigability Checklist 
(North Fork Anchor River) Anchor Point, Alaska 

DOT&PF Project 58106/0211052 
Sterling Highway MP 157 – 169 Rehabilitation 

Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill 
 

Body of Water Name: North Fork Anchor River 

The attached navigability information and photos of North Fork Anchor River describe why we believe 

navigation of North Fork Anchor River is unlikely.  

Based on both hydraulic and historical usage, North Fork Anchor River is not navigable at the Sterling 

Highway culverts #4020. The culverts consist of four 8-foot diameter by 350 feet long “structural steel 

plate pipe” culverts. The stream is approximately 23 river miles long from its origin near Ninilchik Dome 

to its confluence with the Anchor River (1,000 feet downstream of culverts #4020). The river is mapped 

by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and supports Coho, Chinook and Pink salmon. 

North Fork Anchor River water depths near the culverts range between 1 to 2 feet. Downstream of the 

culverts the stream flows in a single channel that varies in width from 32 to 34 feet. Upstream of the 

culverts the stream flows in a single channel that varies in width from 58 to 65 feet. The river is not used 

for commercial navigation and is occasionally used for recreational navigation. North Fork Anchor River 

flows into Anchor River, which in turn flows into the Cook Inlet, which is used for recreational and 

commercial navigation. 

We also reviewed the Navigable Waters of the United States within the Seventeenth Coast Guard District 

(March 2012) list of navigable waters; North Fork Anchor River was not on this list.    

 



 

  
PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

 
Name of Client: 

DOT&PF 

 

Sterling Highway MP 157 to 169,  
Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill 

 

DOT&PF Project No.: 
 58106/0211052 

DOWL Project No.:  61608 
 

 
Photo Number: 
DSCN9851 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, RT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
Description: View from 
roadway oriented 
downstream of North 
Fork Anchor River 
(NFAR). Channel is 
approximately 32 feet 
wide at ordinary high 
water mark (OHWM).  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9844 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, LT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
East 
 Description: View from 
roadway oriented 
upstream along NFAR. 
Channel is approximately 
58 feet wide at OHWM. 
 
 
 
  

 



Photo Number:  
DSCN9816 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, LT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken: 
East 
 
 
Description: View 
upstream along NFAR. 
 
 

 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9793 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, RT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken: 
West 
 
 
Description: View 
downstream along NFAR. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Photo Number:  
DSCN9796 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, RT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken: 
East 
 
 
Description: View 
oriented upstream at 
culverts. 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo Number:  
DSCN9814 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 157 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
 
Description: View 
oriented downstream 
through south culvert. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo Number:  
DSCN9822 

 

 

Sterling Highway MP 
157, LT 
 
Date: 8/11/2014 
 
Direction Photo Taken:  
West 
 Description: View 
oriented downstream at 
culverts. 
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West 
 Description: View 
oriented downstream at 
culverts. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Telephone Conversation Record 

October 29, 2015; 10:45 am 

K. Shea conversation with Jim Helfinstine, USCG 

Contact Number 907-463-2268 

RE: Bridge replacements for four DOT&PF Projects 

Jim indicated USCG bridge permits would not be required for the bridge replacements associated with 

the following projects:  

 Z583890000, Seward Highway MP 100 – MP 105 Improvements, regarding replacement of 

Indian Creek Bridge 

 Z549900000, Sterling Highway MP 58 – MP 79 Rehabilitation and Passing Lanes, regarding 

replacement of the existing culvert at East Fork Moose River with a bridge 

 Z581060000, Sterling Highway MP 157 – MP 169 Reconstruction, regarding replacement of four 

culverts at North Fork Anchor River, and replacement of the existing bridge of Anchor River 

 Z589760000, Parks Highway Bridge Replacement, regarding replacement of the existing bridges 

over Montana Creek and Sheep Creek 

We need to send copies of the CE documents for all but Z549900000 once they’re completed; USCG may 

also require copies of the as-builts post project construction.  

 




