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From: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)
To: Morrill, Adam
Subject: FW: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 2:58:52 PM
Attachments: MP 164.82 Trip Report.docx

 
 

From: Litchfield, Ginny [mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 1:08 PM
To: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)
Cc: Litchfield, Virginia P (DFG)
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Attached is our trip report for the stream at MP 164.82.  I surveyed the area at MP 158.46, and it is
a ‘no fish present’ location as well.  I’d like to look at MP 158.46 again in the spring for a final
determination although my guess is that it will be ‘no fish present’.
 

Ginny Litchfield
 
(907) 714-2477 or (907) 252-1444
Kenai Peninsula Area Manager
ADF&G – Division of Habitat
(State agency housed in Kenai Peninsula Borough Building)
 

From: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT) [mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Litchfield, Ginny
Cc: Litchfield, Ginny
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Hi Ginny,
 
Just checking in - I set a reminder to myself to ask you about the fish trapping along the Sterling
Highway MP 157 – 169 corridor today. I know you’re crazy busy, but do you have a timeline on when
those results might be available?
 
Hope all is well,
Kathy
 

From: Litchfield, Ginny [mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 3:21 PM
To: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)
Cc: Litchfield, Virginia P (DFG)
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Yes I did, thanks.  I’ll get back to you on the fish trapping results, crazy busy the next two weeks.
 

mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov
mailto:amorrill@dowl.com
mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov
mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us
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Sterling Highway MP 164.82 Trip Report	2	Issued: August 14, 2015







MEMORANDUM



TO:			Ginny Litchfield			DATE:		August 14, 2015

			ADF&G, Division of Habitat

			Kenai Peninsula Area Manager	PHONE NO:	 714-2477					Soldotna, Alaska

				

  

FROM:	Brian Blossom				SUBJECT:      Sterling Highway Milepost

				Department of Fish and Game				164.82 Stream & Culvert 

			Division of Habitat											Habitat Biologist III					

			Soldotna, Alaska								

____________________________________________________________________________



On June 18, 2015, Patti Berkhahn, Bryr Harris and I conducted a fish assessment on a small stream that passes underneath the Sterling Highway at milepost 164.82, near the intersection with the Old Sterling Highway.  The small stream originates in a wetland complex that features a pond to the west side of the Sterling Highway and crosses to the east side of the Sterling Highway follows a ditch to the north and eventually flows into Ruby Creek (stream no. 244-10-10010-2088).  Approximately 100 feet to the west of the highway there is a small pool of water that forms a defined channel and flows downstream into the culvert.  Above the small pool on the west side of the highway there is no defined stream channel through the wetland complex.  

We brought a Smith-Root LR 24 backpack electrofisher with us to survey a stretch of the stream and potentially capture and identify fish before releasing them.  We started on the east side of the highway, due to the steep ditch and thick brush we were unable to get a GPS signal to officially check our distance covered.  We estimate we started electroshocking approximately 200 yards downstream of the highway culvert.  Conductivity and stream temperature of 92 microsiemens and 10.8 degrees Celsius gave us an estimated starting voltage of 400 volts.  The stream on this side of the highway was approximately three to five feet wide and had only a few inches of water likely due to the warm spring temperatures and low snowmelt.  Working our way through the stream and brush to the highway culvert we captured no fish and didn’t observe any fish moving away from the anode. 

[image: R:\ADFG\BRIAN\2015 Pictures\MP 164.82 Sterling Hwy\DSCF1871.JPG][image: R:\ADFG\BRIAN\2015 Pictures\MP 164.82 Sterling Hwy\DSCF1869.JPG]



























Picture 1. Pond and wetlands facing southeast	       Picture 2. Small pool looking west towards the wetlands

We crossed the highway to the west end of the culvert and proceeded to work our way upstream electroshocking to the small pool of water at the start of the wetlands. We captured no fish up to and including the small pool of water and did not observe any fish as well.

It is possible that the warm weather and the low amount of flowing water in the stream moved the fish out of it and that the stream does see some seasonal fish usage. There is also potential that there is an impediment to fish passage coming into the stream from Ruby Creek.  We did not walk the whole stream to Ruby Creek to verify.  Due to the small amount of fish habitat available on the west side of the highway, the juvenile fish are not missing out on key habitat, therefore a fish pass culvert will not provide a major benefit to the fish.  The stream will currently be designated no fish present, but may be re-classified on the east side of the Sterling Highway based on future fish and stream assessments.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Map 1. Map of the area surrounding the highway culvert at MP 164.82.
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Ginny Litchfield
 
(907) 714-2477 or (907) 252-1444
Kenai Peninsula Area Manager
ADF&G – Division of Habitat
(State agency housed in Kenai Peninsula Borough Building)
 

From: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT) [mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2015 3:19 PM
To: Litchfield, Ginny
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Hi Ginny,
 
Did you ever get the codes you requested for this project? If not let me know which ones you need
(LC, CC, Program Code?). There are so many codes I’m not sure which ones cross departments.
 
I’m also wondering if you’ve had a chance to do any fish trapping at the locations mentioned below.
Is there a timeline for either sharing the results or going out for the trapping?
 
Hope you have a great weekend!
Kathy
 

From: Litchfield, Ginny [mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 4:00 PM
To: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT); Schmid, Tom J (DOT)
Cc: Arndt, Quinten (DOT)
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Kathy,
Could I get a project code for Sterling Hwy MP 160-165 for my record keeping?  Thank you.
 

Ginny Litchfield
 
(907) 714-2477 or (907) 252-1444
Kenai Peninsula Area Manager
ADF&G – Division of Habitat
(State agency housed in Kenai Peninsula Borough Building)
 

From: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT) [mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 2:15 PM
To: Schmid, Tom J (DOT); Morrill, Adam (amorrill@dowl.com)
Cc: Arndt, Quinten (DOT); Litchfield, Ginny
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 

mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov
mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us
mailto:kathy.shea@alaska.gov
mailto:amorrill@dowl.com


Hi Ginny,
 
It looks like these are the streams (by milepost) we’d like ADFG to take a look at:
 
158.22  (this one is a possibility, fish presence is not confirmed)
158.46
164.82
 
This list is different than the one we sent in April (158.22 was not on the previous list).
 
Thanks,
Kathy
 
 

From: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 9:43 AM
To: Morrill, Adam (amorrill@dowl.com); Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)
Cc: Arndt, Quinten (DOT); 'Litchfield, Ginny'
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Kathy/Adam
Did we ask for any specific location along our project?
 
Tom J. Schmid, P.E.
Project Manager
Department of Transportation
Preliminary Design and Environmental Section
(907) 269-0543, fax 243-6927

 

From: Litchfield, Ginny [mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 9:32 AM
To: Schmid, Tom J (DOT)
Cc: Arndt, Quinten (DOT)
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Tom,
Is there a location that you wanted a fish presence determination along this route?
 

Ginny Litchfield
 
(907) 714-2477 or (907) 252-1444
Kenai Peninsula Area Manager
ADF&G – Division of Habitat
(State agency housed in Kenai Peninsula Borough Building)
 

From: Janke, Paul A (DOT) [mailto:paul.janke@alaska.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 8:53 AM
To: Litchfield, Ginny

mailto:amorrill@dowl.com
mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us
mailto:paul.janke@alaska.gov


Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT); Arndt, Quinten (DOT)
Subject: RE: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Ginny,
The DOT project in this area is Sterling Highway, MP 157-169.  The project manager is Tom Schmid
and the consultant coordinator is Quinten Arndt.
Paul
 

From: Litchfield, Ginny [mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 8:32 AM
To: Janke, Paul A (DOT)
Subject: Sterling Hwy MP 160-165
 
Good Morning Paul,
My staff are getting ready to conduct some fish inventories (shocking and trapping) and I vaguely
remember being asked by ADOT to take a look at an area south of Anchor Point but I can’t find the
email.  Is there a proposed project in that vicinity?  It may help me to identify a project manager.
Thanks.
 

Ginny Litchfield
(907) 714-2477
Kenai Peninsula Area Manager
ADF&G – Division of Habitat
514 Funny River Road
Soldotna, AK 99669
(State agency housed in Kenai Peninsula Borough Building)
 

mailto:VLitchfield@kpb.us


 

 
 

 
 

Department of  
Fish and Game 

 

DIVISION OF HABITAT 
Kenai Peninsula Office 

 
514 Funny River Road 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669-8255 
Main: 907.714.2475 

Fax: 907.260.5992 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Ginny Litchfield   DATE:  August 14, 2015 
   ADF&G, Division of Habitat 
   Kenai Peninsula Area Manager PHONE NO:  714-2477  
   Soldotna, Alaska 
     
   
FROM: Brian Blossom    SUBJECT:      Sterling Highway Milepost 

    Department of Fish and Game    164.82 Stream & Culvert  
   Division of Habitat        
   Habitat Biologist III      
   Soldotna, Alaska         
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On June 18, 2015, Patti Berkhahn, Bryr Harris and I conducted a fish assessment on a small 
stream that passes underneath the Sterling Highway at milepost 164.82, near the intersection 
with the Old Sterling Highway.  The small stream originates in a wetland complex that features a 
pond to the west side of the Sterling Highway and crosses to the east side of the Sterling 
Highway follows a ditch to the north and eventually flows into Ruby Creek (stream no. 244-10-
10010-2088).  Approximately 100 feet to the west of the highway there is a small pool of water 
that forms a defined channel and flows downstream into the culvert.  Above the small pool on 
the west side of the highway there is no defined stream channel through the wetland complex.   

We brought a Smith-Root LR 24 backpack electrofisher with us to survey a stretch of the stream 
and potentially capture and identify fish before releasing them.  We started on the east side of the 
highway, due to the steep ditch and thick brush we were unable to get a GPS signal to officially 
check our distance covered.  We estimate we started electroshocking approximately 200 yards 
downstream of the highway culvert.  Conductivity and stream temperature of 92 microsiemens 
and 10.8 degrees Celsius gave us an estimated starting voltage of 400 volts.  The stream on this 
side of the highway was approximately three to five feet wide and had only a few inches of water 
likely due to the warm spring temperatures and low snowmelt.  Working our way through the 
stream and brush to the highway culvert we captured no fish and didn’t observe any fish moving 
away from the anode.  
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Picture 1. Pond and wetlands facing southeast        Picture 2. Small pool looking west towards the wetlands 

We crossed the highway to the west end of the culvert and proceeded to work our way upstream 
electroshocking to the small pool of water at the start of the wetlands. We captured no fish up to 
and including the small pool of water and did not observe any fish as well. 

It is possible that the warm weather and the low amount of flowing water in the stream moved 
the fish out of it and that the stream does see some seasonal fish usage. There is also potential 
that there is an impediment to fish passage coming into the stream from Ruby Creek.  We did not 
walk the whole stream to Ruby Creek to verify.  Due to the small amount of fish habitat 
available on the west side of the highway, the juvenile fish are not missing out on key habitat, 
therefore a fish pass culvert will not provide a major benefit to the fish.  The stream will 
currently be designated no fish present, but may be re-classified on the east side of the Sterling 
Highway based on future fish and stream assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sterling Highway MP 164.82 Trip Report 3 Issued: August 14, 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 1. Map of the area surrounding the highway culvert at MP 164.82. 
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