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Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)

From: Goldstein, Melissa L (DOT)

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2015 10:23 AM

To: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)

Cc: Elliott, Brian A (DOT)

Subject: SEO Section 4(f) Determination RE: Section 4(f) Consultation for Z581060000: Sterling
Highway MP 157 - MP 169 Rehabilitation, Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill

Attachments: revised 4f figures all 10 23 15.pdf

Hi Kathy,

Based on the information provided below and in the attached document, | agree that the Sterling Highway: MP 157-169
Rehabilitation — Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill (Z581060000) project will not affect the following Section 4(f) protected
resources:

e Anchor River State Recreation Area
e Anchor River State Recreation Site

e Diamond Creek State Recreation Site
e Diamond Creek Recreation Area

e Baycrest DOT Ski Trailhead

e Overlook Park

As | understand it, access to these resources will remain open throughout the project.

“The proposed project will not use any Section 4(f) resources. DOT&PF has determined that Section 4(f) does not
apply.”

Please ensure a copy of this email is placed in the project file.

Thanks,
Melissa

Melissa Goldstein

NEPA Program Manager

Statewide Environmental Office

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Phone: (907) 465-6961

From: Shea, Kathleen E (DOT)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 3:23 PM

To: Goldstein, Melissa L (DOT)

Cc: Elliott, Brian A (DOT)

Subject: Section 4(f) Consultation for Z581060000: Sterling Highway MP 157 - MP 169 Rehabilitation, Anchor Point to
Baycrest Hill

Hi Melissa,



We are consulting with you, in accordance with Chapter 9 of the Environmental Procedures Manual, to determine if the
proposed project (described below) would result in the use of any adjacent Section 4(f) resources.

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has assumed the responsibilities of the Federal
Highway Administration under Section 326 of amended Chapter 3 of Title 23, United States Code (23 USC), and is
proposing to improve the Sterling Highway between mileposts (MP) 157 — MP 169 (Figure 1).

Project: Sterling Highway: MP 157—169 Rehabilitation Anchor Point to Baycrest Hill
Project Number: 58106/0211052

Project Description:
Proposed improvements would include the following
e Rehabilitate the roadway

e Replace the existing culverts at North Fork Anchor River with a new bridge

e Replace South Fork Anchor River bridge with a new bridge

e Roadway alignment shifts and straightening of curves (vertical and horizontal) to bring the roadway to current
highway design standards in accordance with the DOT&PF Preconstruction Manual and AASHTO

e Construct passing and climbing lanes

e Intersection improvements, including right/left turn lanes and side road realignments, as needed

e Widen shoulders, as needed

e Install erosion control measures, as needed

e (Clear vegetation, as needed

e Repair, replace or improve as needed: existing culverts, including fish passage culverts; erosion protection;
drainage facilities; utilities; guardrail and guardrail end treatments; approaches signing; and striping

The proposed project would require full or partial acquisition of 32 parcels to widen shoulders, build permanent or
temporary bridges, replace culverts, provide erosion control measures, and shift horizontal curves.

Section 4(f) Resources
Five properties and one trail adjacent to the proposed project corridor have been identified as Section 4(f) resources
(Figure 1). Of these properties, none are historic sites or refuges. Each is designated as a recreation area, site, or park.

Anchor River State Recreation Area

Anchor River State Recreation Area (Figure 2) is managed by the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) for
the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (ADNR). Recreation area improvements consist of: 186 campsites at Coho,
Silver King, Slidehole, Steelhead, and Halibut Campgrounds. Available facilities include toilets, water, and picnic sites.
Activities in the recreation area include camping and fishing. Silver King campground is the closest to the project, with 46
campsites located approximately 1,300 feet to the southwest of the Sterling Highway.

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of the Anchor River State Recreation Area include shoulder widening, installation
of a new bridge at the North Fork Anchor River, and realignment of the horizontal curve to match the new bridge
location. The new bridge would be constructed north of the existing alignment and away from the recreation area. The
proposed bridge is 40 feet wide by 300 feet long. The existing alighment would be used to move traffic through the
project during construction of the bridge. The existing four 8-foot diameter culverts would be removed and
embankments stabilized.

The nearest work would occur approximately 1,300 feet northeast of Silver King Campground, and would include:
e (Clearing and/or grubbing (~2 week)

e Horizontal alignment shift—100 feet north of existing (~2 months)
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e New 40-foot by 300-foot bridge (~3-4 months)

e Surfacing (~2 weeks)

e Striping and signing (~1 week)

e Remove four 8-foot diameter culverts and slope embankment (~2 months)
e Stabilization (~1 week)

Anchor River State Recreation Site

Anchor River State Recreation Site (Figure 3) is managed by DPOR for ADNR. The undeveloped site covers 34.6 acres. A
pull-out located at MP 161.4 provides public parking and access to the site, including the Anchor River which is directly
adjacent to the pull-out. Although this pull-out is located entirely within the DOT&PF ROW, access would be maintained
during construction.

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of the Anchor River State Recreation Site include culvert and guardrail
replacements, and shoulder widening.

The nearest work would occur approximately 100 feet southwest of the Anchor River, and would include:
e Clearing and/or grubbing (~2 weeks)

e Embankment widening (~3 weeks)
e Replace culverts (~3 weeks)

e Surfacing (~2 weeks)

e Striping and signing (~2 weeks)

e Stabilization (~1 week)

Diamond Creek State Recreation Site

Diamond Creek State Recreation Site (Figure 4) is managed by DPOR for ADNR. The park covers 415 acres and was
acquired with Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) money. The park is currently undeveloped, except for Diamond Creek trail. A
gravel road accesses limited parking approximately 400 feet west of the highway. From this point the trail is an
unmaintained dirt road for approximately 0.8 miles to another parking area. It is approximately 0.5 miles to the beach.
The beach is about halfway between the mouth of the Anchor River and Bishop’s Beach (15 miles in either direction).

ADNR held open houses in Homer, Anchorage, Seldovia, Port Graham, and Nanwalek between November 2013 and May
2014 as part of the initial scoping phase for the Kachemak Bay State Park and State Wilderness Park management plan
revision process. Scoping comments for Diamond Creek State Recreation Site include: trail options, vehicle access,
connect with City of Homer’s Demonstration Forest, identified safety concerns, requested trash cans and outhouses, and
camping options (Figure created August 20, 2014). Propose improvements are not expected to impact future
development of the site.

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of Diamond Creek State Recreation Site include shoulder widening, installation of
a northbound right turn lane at Diamond Ridge Road, and replacement of one culvert. Access to the site, including
parking areas, would be maintained during construction.

The nearest work would occur approximately 400 feet east of the Diamond Creek Trailhead, and would include:
e Clearing and/or grubbing (~1 week)

e Embankment widening (~2 weeks)

e Replace culvert (~1 week)

e Diamond Ridge intersection improvements (~2 weeks)
e Surfacing (~2 weeks)

e Striping and signing (~1 week)

e Stabilization (~1 week)



Diamond Creek Recreation Area

Diamond Creek Recreation Area (Sheet 5) is a 275 acre property managed by the City of Homer and was acquired from
the Kachemak Heritage Land Trust. This property is to be used “for public purposes as park land in perpetuity” (City of
Homer Ordinance 07-03). It is also contiguous with the City of Homer’s Demonstration Forest. Development includes the
Baycrest ski trails located approximately 0.3 miles (1,600 feet) to the east of the highway.

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of Diamond Creek Recreation Area include installation of a southbound climbing
lane, shoulder widening, and culvert replacements. Access to the area would be maintained during construction.

The nearest work would occur approximately 1,600 feet southwest of the Raven Way ski trail, and would include:
e Clearing and/or grubbing (~1 week)
e Embankment widening (~2 weeks)
e Replace culvert (~1 week)
e Southbound climbing lane (~2 weeks)
e Surfacing (~2 weeks)
e Striping and signing (~1 week)
e Stabilization (~1 week)

Baycrest DOT Ski Trailhead

The Baycrest ski trails are low density trails located in the Diamond Creek watershed between Diamond Ridge Road and
the Sterling Highway (Figure 6). The Baycrest ski trails can be accessed from the Sterling Highway DOT trailhead. During
winter, approximately 40 kilometers of groomed ski trails traverse Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB), City of Homer, ADNR,
and private lands. The trails are maintained by Kachemak Nordic Ski Club. The DOT trailhead accesses the Stadium,
Woodcutter, Dibble Creek, and Ravens Way trails which are located on KPB and City of Homer lands. Access to the ski
trails would be maintained during construction.

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of Baycrest DOT Ski Trailhead would occur approximately 300 feet south of the
Stadium trailhead, and would include:

e Clearing and/or grubbing (~2 weeks)

e Embankment widening (~2 weeks)

e Replace culverts (~2 weeks)

e Southbound climbing lane (~2 weeks)

e Surfacing (~2 weeks)

e Guardrail (~1 week)

e Striping and signing (~1 week)

e Stabilization (~1 week)

Overlook Park

Overlook Park (Figure 6) is a 260 acre property owned by ADNR but managed by the Kachemak Bay Conservation Society
under a memorandum of understanding with Alaska State Parks. This park is managed to maintain its undeveloped
character and to protect scenic values of site. The Kenai Area Plan identifies the park as managed for public recreation
and tourism—dispersed use.

ADNR held open houses in Homer, Anchorage, Seldovia, Port Graham, and Nanwalek between November 2013 and May
2014 as part of the initial scoping phase for the Kachemak Bay State Park and State Wilderness Park management plan
revision process. Scoping comments for Overlook Park include: important wildlife and bird habitat, camping options,
and limited trail access. It is approximately 3.5 miles northwest of Bishop’s Beach.



Proposed improvements in the vicinity of Overlook Park include shoulder widening, horizontal curve re-alignment,
installation of a southbound passing lane, guardrail replacement, erosion control measures, and replacement of four
culverts. Propose improvements are not expected to impact future development of the site.

The nearest work would occur approximately 350 feet north of the northern park boundary, and would include:
e (Clearing and/or grubbing (~2 weeks)

e Embankment widening (~2 weeks)

e Replace culverts (~2 weeks)

e Southbound climbing lane (~2 weeks)
e Surfacing (~2 weeks)

e  Guardrail (~1 week)

e Striping and signing (~1 week)

e Stabilization (~1 week)

Section 4(f) Use
We believe the project would not result in a permanent incorporation, adverse temporary occupancy, or constructive
use of a Section 4(f) resource for the following reasons:

Permanent Incorporation
Although some right-of-way acquisitions are anticipated to occur on private and state lands, no permanent
incorporation of any Section 4(f) resources is planned as part of this project.

Temporary Occupancy

No temporary occupancy of any of the Section 4(f) resources described above is planned as part of the proposed
project. Work outside of DOT&PF ROW, including temporary traffic detours and a new permanent horizontal alignment,
would occur on private land or state lands that are not Section 4(f) properties.

Constructive Use
The proposed project would not result in a constructive use of Section 4(f) properties because they would not result in
any of the following impacts during or after construction.

Noise interference: The proposed project would not result in a noise level increase that would substantially interfere
with the use and enjoyment of any Section 4(f) properties.

Aesthetic Impairment: The proposed project would not result in a change of aesthetic features or attributes for which
any Section 4(f) properties were designated.

Access Restrictions: The proposed project would not result in a restriction of access that would substantially
diminish the utility of any Section 4(f) resources.

Vibration Impact: The Section 4(f) properties do not contain structures or buildings within 1,300 feet of the
project and would not result in any permanent vibration impacts.

Ecological Intrusion: The proposed project is not located adjacent to a wildlife or waterfowl refuge but is adjacent to
DNR lands managed for wildlife habitat. This project would not substantially diminish the value or use of any wildlife
habitat, or affect migration or life cycle processes.

Please let me know if you have any questions about the proposed project.

Regards,



Kathy

Kathy Shea, Environmental Team Leader
Alaska Dept. of Transportation and Public Facilities
Preliminary Design and Environmental Section

P.O. Box 196900, Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900
Phone 907.269.0530| Fax 907.243.6927
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